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THE PRESIDENTIAL SUCCESSION of age of the youngest of the children of | ficlariés named In said instrument of their | known as 612 and 614 12th street north- | resignation to Governor Tyler as clerk o 5

A Change in the Inauguration Date a
FPressing Public Necessity,
From the

New York Times.

. and energetic erities In
have discovered that the pres-
ssion law. which since Presi-
¥'s tragic death has been the
i ecareful scrutiny, contains
ich it will be the duty ot
ext session to repalr. Ac-
cording to these critles, the most serious
defect in the succession aet is its failure
to define exactly the conditions under which

the power of the ad interim President ends
and the tenure of his successor, chosen by
special election, begins. Thus it is argued
that if under the holdover authority of a

Secretary of State an election for President

he in November, and the result of
the electoral college were de-
s usual, on the second Wednesday
in February, same doubt would still exist

as 1o the exact moment when the new Pres-
fdent would qualify. The eritics of the jaw
are disp d to assert that the new Presi-
.'E:- s title would date not from the day In
February on which the votes were counted

of the two houses of ("on-
om the 4th of March following.

int out, the succession act,
the acting President's
tuil election of his sue-
provision for a 4th of
1 and leaves an interreg-
three weeks in which the
presidency are virtually

In the presence

iz
ng

Busp gresa, the crities of the law
cont iwve to amend its work by
mak ; ting Presldent's lease of pow-
er &

> election, but on the quali-
CEeR’SOT.
however, quite admit the va-
this ingenious attack on the pres-
t system of presidentlal succession. The
the law of which complaint is
i£ In fact more imaginary than sub-
al. No analogy can be maintained
een the election and installation of a
President chosen under the succession act
and the electlon and installation of a Pres-
ldent chosen under ordinary conditions. In
Lhe latter case a 4th of March inauguraiion
Is necessary, because there i3 an aceupant
of the White House whose legal term does
not and cannot expire until moon of March
4. But there can be no bar to the qualifi-
cation of a President chosen by speclal elec-
ilon at any moment after his title has been
eclared valld through the acqulescence of
ne two houses of Congress. His accession
would shorten no fixed term and infade no
rights which could possibly be claimed by
the cabinet officer acting as an ad interith
substitute,

We can therefore see no urgent need for
such a modification of the sueccession act
as Its crities are now demanding. If Con-
Eress feels Inclined this winter to make
any changes in our present electoral sys-
tem it will meet a far more pressing pub-
lie want by shifting the date of the inaugu-
ral ceremony from March 4 to April 50,
thus lengthening the present shorter ses-
sion of Congress by eight full weeks and
insuring a presidential installation under
genial skles and amid surroundings more
conducive to the splendor and dignity of
the celebration with which we mark the
transfer of power from one chlef
trate to another. Such a change Is demand-
ed by both reason and sentiment, and any
agitation In or out of Congress for reforms
In our electoral methods is to be welcomed
as foreing the desirability of this revision
of our political calendar more and more
into view:

the complainant, and to pay to this com-
piainant out of the Income the sum of £4,000
annually during his life, or until the com-
ing of age of his youngest child, and at
the coming of age of the youngest child
of the complainant, to deliver, transfer and
convey unto said defendant, Mary Ida
Thompsen, and the complainant, and the
child or children of the complainant, and to
the survivor or survivors of them, all of the
estate then held in trust under said instru-
ment. -

Said instrument further provides that In
case of the death of this complainant be-
fore the arrival of his youngest child at the
age of twentyv-one vears, there shall be
paid out of said income, to the children of
the complainamt until the youngest of said
children becomes twenty-one vears of age,
the sum of $4,000 annually; that all pay-
ments made under sa'd instrument, wheth-
er made to the defendant, Mary Ida
Thompson, or to this complainant, or to
the child or children of this complainant,
=<hall be made by checks or drafts drawn
to the order of the respective beneficlaries,
and that no assignment of any such check
or draft. or of any interest to which any
of the beneficlaries under said instrument
may be entitled, shall be recognized by the
trustee named In said instrument.

Said instrument contains also the fol-
lowing paragraph:

“Tenth—I have made each and every of
the foregoing devise=s and bequests after
careful consideration and in the firm be-
lief that the said devises and bequests are,
and that each of them is, wise and proper,
and In the desire to provide my children
and the issue of my son with an income,
and to prevent, so far as 1 can do so, the
wasting of my estate; and I do, therefore,
hereby direct and provide that should any
person named herein as beneflciary at-
tempt In any way to dispute, contest, or
set aside any of the provisions of this my
last will and testament, such person shall
not be entitled to receive any benefit un-
der the same, and any legacy or devise
herein made in his, her or their favor
shall be taken and considered as revoked
immediately upon the institution of any
suit, or the doing of any act or thing hav-
ing for its object the altering, setting
aside, or nullifylng, or In any manner
whatsoever changing the terms and pro-
visions of this my last will and testa-
ment.”

Petitions snd Replies.

The complainant states that on the Sth
day .of October, 1001, the defendant com-
pany filed in the Bupreme Court of the
District of Columbia a petition praying
that sald instrument might be admitted 1o
probate and record as a will of real and
personal property, and that letters testa-
mentary might be granted to said company
accordingly. To said petition the defcnd-
ant, Mary Ida Thompson, on the 19th day
of November, 1901, filed an answer in which
she denied that sald instrument is of any
validity as a will either of real or personal

as to his children, and
delusions governed and
the execution of said instrument.

On the same day this complainant filed an
answer to said in which he stated
among other t
o either admit or

-~

that said

ment is a valid will, averred on advice

that he was unwilling |
instru-

respective interests, is wholly valid or
lv;vhdnlly invalid, or partly good and partly
ad.

“The complainant iz further advised and
avers that the provisions of paragraph
numbered ninth of sald instrument are
wholly inoperative and vold as to the in-
terests of the complainant in sald estate,
and that, notwithstanding such provisions,
he has the right to sell or otherwise dis-
pose of the interest which sald instrument
purports to give to him in said estate, at
his pleasure, and that because, among
other things, he has such right, the law
will not compel him to resort to that means
of getting the benefit of said interest, but
will give it to him at once absolutely,

“As to the paragraph of sald Instrument
numbered tenth, which provides in sub-
stance that if any person named therein
as a beneficiary shall attempt In any way
to dispute, contest or set aside any of the
provisions thereof, such person shall not be
entitled to receive any benefit under the
same, and any devise or legacy therein in
his or her favor should be considered as
revoked, the complainant is advised and
avers that if this provision is valid, the
effect would be that the attempt of any
beneficiary to dispute or contest the valld-
ity of such instrument would create an
intestacy as to the interest in said estate
which said instrument purports to give to
such beneflelary; and that since the de-
fendant, Mary Ida Thompson, and the
complainant are the sole heirs at law and
next of kin of their father, such interest
would, therefore, immediately devolve upon
them in equal shares,

“The complainant Is possessed of very
limited means and is unable for that rea-
son to give to his said children the care
and, particularly the cducation, to which
they are entitled considering their situation
and prospects in life, He is advised and
avers that since, if said instrument should
be held invalid, he will be entitled to one-
half of his father's estate absolutely, he
will, in any event, be entitled to recejve
an amount equal to the annuity which said
instrument purports to give him, but that
this can only be done pending litigation
through the instrumentality of this court,
sitting in equity. \

Asks for Receiver.
“Therefore the defendant, being without
any adequate remedy at law, prays;
“1. That a receiver be appointed to take
charge of the estate of sald John W.Thomp-
son, pending this sult and pending the liti-

west, in said city; $50,000. Property known
as 1823 1i6th street northwest, in sa.lc_i city;
§20,000, Property known as No. 2145 Cali-
fornia avenue, In said District; $§12,000.
Property at the northeast corner of Penn-
sylvania avenue and 22d street northwest,
in said city; $12,000. Property at the cor-
ner of 4% and C streets northwest, in said
city; $12,000. Property on the northwest
corner of 224 and M streets northwest, in
sald city; $45,000. Unimproved lot on the
south side of I street northwest between
14th and 15th streets, in said city; $18,000.
Unimproved lot on the south side of Lou-

| islana avenue near sixth street; $18,000. An

undivided finterest In certain real estate
near Rosslyn, Va., $10,000. Total value of
real estate, $1,822,000,

Personal property—Cash in banks in the
cify of Washington, about $100,000. Stoclk,
bonds, real estate notes and other personal
property, a better description of which
cannot be given, estimated at $400,000. To-
tal value of personal estate, $500,000.

————
Heavy Consclence Contriution.

The Treasury Department has been noti-
fled that a conseclence contribution of $18,-
860 has been deposited with the collector of
customs in New York and by him placed
in the New York subtreasury.

The Okiahoma Governorship.
Secretary Hitchcock had a conference
with the President this morning about the
case of Governor Jenkins of Oklahoma,
against whom charges kave been made and
investigated by the Secretary of the In-
terior. Some; timg, after this conference

Governor Jenkins himself saw and talked

with the Pregldent, with what result was
not disclosed. .

Secretary Cortélyou has returned from

Canton, and "was at the White House to-
a

day.

Rules'‘Governing Salutes.
Lieutenant .Genefal Miles, commanding
the army, has issued a set of rules to gov-
err the firing: of salutes with cannon. It
is provided that sueh salutes shall be fired
under the charge and in the presence of
commissioned ;officers, and that guns using

guns a

sufficient n&m:i::mlht:nn mtn}nl:tm it

cticable e necessi m
?Rmmasgean‘dume. ;

The general board of the navy met at 10

o'clock this morning at its quarters the

the house of delegates and keeper of the
rolls of Virginia. Governor Tyler at once
named John W. Williams of Glles county
to flll the vacancy temporarily. The in-
coming house of delegates will selezt a
successor,

—_————————
Fire at North Weymouth, Mass.
NORTH WEYMOUTH, Mass.,, November
25.—A fire supposed to have been caused by
spcntaneous combustion destroyed the main
building of the Bradley fertilizer works

here today. The loss is estimated at
$100,000. The plant is the property of the
American Agricultural Chemical Company.
——tip—ip——————
San Juan Municipal Bonds.

SAN JUAN DE PORTO RICO, November
25.—The city officlals today awarded the
latest Issue of San Juan municipal bonds,
to the value of $600,000, to J. M. Ceballos &
Co. of New York city at $618375. The
bords are for twenty years, bearing G per
cent Interest.

2 —_———
Deeree of Divorce Signed.

Justice Bradley in Equity Court No. 2
today granted a divorce to Belle A. Mer-
rick, from George R. D. Merrick, upon the
ground of desertion. The mother is given
the custody of the child of the couple.

—_———
Released on Bond of $300. "

Filmore Warder, who was detained at the
sixth precinct police station on a charge
of colliding with Mr. James McNabb, was

released on $300 bonds yesterday for his
appearance in court, The condition of Mr,
McNabb, who is still at the Emergency
Hospital, is improving. '

Fire at Jomestown, Miss.
MEMPHIS, Tenn., Novembeér 25.—Jones-
town, Miss.,, was practically destroyed by
fire today. " Fourteen stores and six resi-

dences were burned. The total loss will
be about $75,000. THe origin of the fire is
not known. :

e .
- .

Hersog's Condition Unchanged.

No change is reported in the condition
of Edward Herzog, who is being treated
at the Emergency Hospital for injuries In-
flicted on him by the members of a crew
of oyster dredgers down the Potomac
about ten days ago. Herzog was com-
peiled to sit on a hot stove until he was

injuries. A He a:nmmd mﬁ“
and suffers great pain. While his cordt

tion seems no worse, the doctors in attend-
It ——— e -

A cablegram has been received from Acl-
ing Governor Wright at Manila, in which
he says that Gov. Taft is improving, but
probably will be incapacitated for four
weeks or more. At the end of that time,
the physicians think, it will be advisable
for Gov. Taft to seek a change of climate
for a few weeks in which to recuperate.

Movementin of Naval Vessels.

The Navy Department was today Inform-
ed of the arrival of the Marietta at Colon
and the Concord at Panama. The depart-
ment was also advised of the arrival of the
Buffalo at San Juan, from San Juan.

The Leyden has arrived at Newport, the
Massachusetts and Alabama at the Barren
Island trial course and the New Orleans
at Lexington.

.The Sterling has sailed from Norfolk for
New Orleans, the Nashville from Genoa for
Villefranche, the Alliance from 8t. Thom-
as for Norfolk, the Lebanon from Norfolk
for * Cienfuegos, and the Topeka from
Charleston for Port Royal.

je 11linols was reported to the depart-
ment as having passed—Jupiter inlet. Thirty
days' repairs have been authorized on the
Hartford at the New York vard.

Case_Nolle Prossed.

The case against Herbert Gould of 1745
F street northwest, who was arrested on a
charge of petit larceny Saturday, was nolle
prossed by the assistant district attorney”
in the Police Court today. Mr. Emil G.
Schafer, the complaining witness, did not

desire to prosecute. .
—_——

Will Flled for Probate.
The will of Sarah Page, dated December
11, 1899, was filed today for probate. All
the personal properiy is devised to her
deughter, Sophia E. Page, with the excep-
tion of §1 each to George, Frank, Wm. B.,
Nelson C., Rosa C. and Fletcher 5. Page
and Della A, Kilbaugh. The real estate is
bequeathed to Floyd E. Davis, in trust to
sell and pay proceeds to SBophia E. Page.
Floyd E. Davis is named as executor, 1

- —_——
'lmr at a thrhtenlu.

PITTSBURG, Pa., November 25.—Wm.
Milwizski, a Slav, was killed, and Frank
Grandwaski was fatally injured during a
rlot following a Blav christening at Me-
Kees Rocks last night. The other par-
after the killing

married at Willimantie, Conn., September
12, 1889, and the desertion is alleged to
have occurred March 15, 1885,

In the petition filed by Hattle V. Me-
Killen, through her attorney, Edw. G.
Niles, a divorce from John C. McKillen is
asked on the ground of Iinfidelity. The
couple were married January 24, 1900, at
Adrian, Mich., and have one child, of
which the petitioner desires the custody.

The same attorney filed the suit of Sallie
A. Bush against James Edward Bush. This
petitioner charges her husband with ex
treme cruelty, assaults and threats. She
also charges desertion and asks for the
right to resume her maiden name,

—
Reported to Police.

Major Richard Sylvester, the superin-
tendent of police, has reported to the Dis-
trict Commissioners that the members of
the force have been notified of the recent
thefts of burners from the street gas
lamps, as complained of by the Washington
Gas Light Company. He states that he
hopes to be able to apprehend the mis-
creants and to prevent further complalns

of this kind.
—_———— - —

Regarded as Not Advisable.

Dr. F. R. Lane, the director of high
schools, recently requested the District
Commissioners to lay a cement sidewalk on
O street between 6th and Tth streets north-
west, in front of the Central High School.
Major John- Biddle, the Engineer Commis-

sloner, reports that he has personally ex-
amined the walk In question and found it
to be in fair condition. In view of the large
amount of more necessary work In other
parts of the Distriet, Major Biddle says, it
is not considered advisable (o undertake
the Improvement on O street.
—_——e—————

Petition for Diveorce Denled.
Finding the allegations of the petition in-
sufficient and the proof inadequate to jus.
tify a decree for divorce from bed
board is assigned by Justice Bradley as
reason for denying today the petition




